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Largest Cities in the Three Worlds, 
1500
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Cuzco, 
Inca Empire 

(South America)

Tenochtitlán/Texcoco, 
Aztec Empire 

(North America)

Kano, independent 
Hausa city state 

(West Africa)

Oyo, Oyo 
(West Africa)

Gao, Songhai  
(West Africa)

Paris, France 
(Western Europe)

Most of the world’s largest cities in 1500 were in Asia or the Mediterranean region.
Beijing, China, the largest city, had almost 700,000 people.


