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Decline in African American Voter Turnout,
1880–1912
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Lynchings were also used to scare African Americans 
away from the polls. From 1882 to 1936, nearly 
500 lynchings took place in Texas alone.

In 1912, less than 2% 
of eligible African-American 
men voted.
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African-American men were guaranteed 
the right to vote in 1870. Beginning in 
1886, southern states enacted several 
laws to prevent blacks from voting.


