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More than half of all eligible men of military age 
served in the armed forces during World War II.

1939 World War II 
begins in Europe.

1940 Selective Service Act passes, 
beginning the first peacetime draft 
in U.S. history.  Over 10 million men 
would be drafed by 1945.

Dec. 1941 U.S. 
enters the war.

1945 After the war, the U.S.
armed forces dropped to 1.5 million

people by 1947.

U.S. Armed Forces in World War II
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